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ABSTRACT

This paper takes the Al-generated version of The Song of the Yue Boatman, based on
reconstructed Old Chinese Chu pronunciation and Old Yue phonetic forms, as its research
object, and explores its sound form, stylistic fusion, and aesthetic significance. Beginning
with the historical origin, linguistic translation, and folk-song nature of The Song of the Yue
Boatman, the paper argues that the work was originally a musical event involving
cross-linguistic and cross-ethnic communication. It then analyzes how the Al-generated song
transforms an ancient text into an auditory work with modern popular music characteristics
through rhythm, musical structure, timbre, texture, and vocal expression. This paper
maintains that the work is not a genuine “restoration” of an ancient musical scene, but
rathera “re-translation” achieved through artificial intelligence and contemporary music
production logic. Through unfamiliar ancient phonetic sounds, stable rhythmic patterns,
archaic-style melodies, and electronic sound design, the song stimulates modern listeners’
aesthetic imagination of history, language, ethnicity, and emotion. Furthermore, the paper
points out that while Al music lewers he threshold of music creation and promotes the
democratization of music production, it also requires creators to assume greater responsibility
for aesthetic judgment and cultural interpretation. The contemporary recreation of 7The Song
of the Yue Boatman shows that the significance of technology lies not merely in generating
sound, but in helping people reinterpret tradition, listen to history, and atfirm human
emotional value through musical experiences that transcend time and language.

Keywords: The Song of the Yue Boatman; Al-generated music; Old Chinese; Old Yue;

stylistic fusion; aesthetic significance
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